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Yokogawa Releases CENTUM® VP R6.01 Integrated Distributed Control System 

Agile and Intelligent System Configuration and Engineering 

Johannesburg, South Africa – 6 March 2015 - Yokogawa South Africa (Pty) Ltd released the CENTUM® VP 

R6.01, an enhanced version of the company’s flagship integrated distributed control system, this morning. 

R6.01 marks the first step in the development of an all-new CENTUM VP that will play a central role in 

Yokogawa’s VigilantPlant® strategy for the Industrial Automation business. 

Manufacturers today need a high degree of certainty and confidence to achieve timely production, and 

flexibility to make changes in product and material specifications. This enables them to effectively respond to 

intense global competition and major market shifts. 

Yokogawa’s Managing Director, Johan Louw, says, “The adaptive evolution of the new CENTUM VP focuses 

on addressing customers’ needs to keep up with the fast pace of change in the business landscape and 

technology while delivering maximum return on assets and the lowest total cost of ownership.”  

This first R6-level release of the CENTUM VP system represents much more than conventional functional 

improvements. R6 brings together smart engineering, advanced operation, system agility, and sustainable 

plant. Louw continues, “With R6, plant operators can be assured of an optimum engineering environment 

that spans the entire plant lifecycle, from plant design and the engineering and installation of systems and 

devices to the start-up of production, maintenance, and renovation. In addition, it is designed to meet the 

most stringent industry requirements for safe and reliable plant operations and environmental protection.” 

R6.01 features an exciting expansion of Yokogawa’s lineup of I/O devices and introduces crucial new control 

system components. Combined with an intuitive engineering environment, it dramatically reduces the time 

required to configure and install a control system. 

The new features include: 

1. N-IO (Network-IO): A field I/O device with a versatile I/O module that can handle multiple types of I/O 

signals. The N-IO, a new CENTUM VP field I/O device, fulfills the functions of universal I/O and a signal 

conditioner, enabling configurable software and flexible I/O assignment. It has an I/O module that 

accommodates multiple I/O signal types, accepts up to 16 I/O points, and allows specification of an individual 

signal type for each point. 
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2. FieldMateTM Validator: A software tool that is used with N-IO devices to check field device wiring and 

verify that the device operates correctly.  

3. Automation Design Suite (AD Suite): A first-of-its-kind integrated engineering environment that goes 

beyond traditional DCS engineering functionality. AD Suite is an integrated platform that ingenuously 

facilitates project execution, system integration, and site execution, bringing certainty and confidence through 

all project phases and the start-up, operation, maintenance, expansion/upgrade, and extension stages of the 

plant lifecycle. 

Ongoing Development 

Since the release of the CENTUM integrated production control system in 1975, Yokogawa has continually 

strived to improve this platform by incorporating the latest technologies. In 2008, Yokogawa released 

CENTUM VP, the latest generation of this series. To date, more than 25,000 CENTUM series systems have 

been delivered around the world. 

*1 A German developer and manufacturer of industrial sensors, process interface solutions, and explosion 

protection equipment. 

*2 A UK-based company that, as part of the Eaton Corporation’s Crouse-Hinds business, manufactures and 

develops system infrastructure products and explosion protection equipment for harsh and hazardous areas 

within the process industries. 

About VigilantPlant 

VigilantPlant is Yokogawa's automation concept for safe, reliable, and profitable plant operations. It 

aims to enable an ongoing state of operational excellence where plant personnel are watchful and 

attentive, well-informed, and ready to take actions that optimize plant and business performance. 

Based on this concept, Yokogawa introduces a variety of solutions through its Safety Excellence, 

Asset Excellence, Production Excellence, and Lifecycle Excellence initiatives. 

About Yokogawa  

Yokogawa's global network of 86 companies spans 56 countries. Founded in 1915, the US$4 billion 

company conducts cutting-edge research and development. Yokogawa is engaged in the Industrial 

Automation and Control (IA), Test and Measurement, and other businesses segments. The IA 

segment plays a vital role in a wide range of industries including Oil & Gas, Chemical, Food & 

Beverage, Iron & Steel, LNG Supply Chain, Petrochemical, Pharmaceutical, Power, Pulp & Paper, 

Renewable Energy and Water & Wastewater.  
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Yokogawa South Africa (Pty) Limited is an black-empowered South African company jointly owned by 

Identity Capital Partners (Pty) Ltd, a local black women-owned organisation, and Yokogawa Europe 

BV, incorporated in the Netherlands. Yokogawa Europe BV is owned by Yokogawa Electric 

Corporation, a Japanese company listed on the Tokyo Stock Exchange. 

Yokogawa South Africa (Pty) Limited’s comprehensive products range from sensors for pressure, 

temperature, flow, level, liquid and gas analysers as well as networked solution products, including 

control and safety systems. This extends to software for advanced control that optimises productivity 

and services that minimise plant lifecycle costs. Yokogawa South Africa’s Training Department is 

accredited and proficient in theoretical and practical training for instrumentation and control systems 

from first principles. Our Internship Programme contributes to the continued technical skills 

improvement in South Africa. 

For more information about Yokogawa, please visit the company’s website www.yokogawa.com/za or 

contact Christie Cronje in Corporate Communications. 

Christie.cronje@za.yokogawa.com  

Tel: +27 11 831 6300 

Fax: +27 11 831 6370 

Email: info@za.yokogawa.com 

www.yokogawa.com/za 
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