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Product NewsAspectrics, developer of encoded
photometric infrared (EP-IR)
spectroscopy analyzers, used the
ISA show to preview a new NIR
instrument. The Near-Infrared
MultiComponent 2750 spectro-
meter has a spectral range of
1375–2750 nm and a scan speed
of 100/minute, with communica-
tions via both TCP/IP and an SMA
standard fiber optic interface.
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New products from Parker Instru-
mentation include IntraFlow, an
SP76-compliant surface-mounting
manifold system for industrial an-
alyzers, and Vent Master, for vent-
ing samples from process analyz-
ers into a flare header. The biggest
news, however, is CCIMS (Close
Coupled Instrument Mounting So-
lution), an integrated mounting
and manifold block that the com-
pany says connects instruments
to process lines much more
quickly, and with fewer joints, than
conventional manifolds.
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Spanish company S.D.T. Industri-
al specializes in plant auto-
mation, especially in dosing,
weighing, and the transport of
solids and liquids. The company
manufactures all its own prod-
ucts. Examples of recent work in-
clude a solids-dissolving system
which makes up four different so-
lutions before dosing them into a
storage tank, and a 2,500-l hop-
per, with integrated weighing sys-
tem, for the pneumatic transport
of powders at 12 t/hour.
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Positive displacement pumps cre-
ate pulsation and hydraulic shock
that can damage entire piping
systems. Blacoh pulsation
dampers remove virtually up to
99 percent of pulsations, enhanc-
ing the performance and reliability
of positive displacement pumping
systems.
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FIELDBUS TECHNOLOGY

Flexible device configuration
Yokogawa FieldMate Advance
software can configure and adjust
intelligent field devices from dif-
ferent manufacturers and on mul-
tiple fieldbus protocols. This flex-
ibility is possible thanks to the use
of Field Device Tool (FDT) open
standards developed by the FDT
Group, of which Yokogawa is a
board member. FieldMate Ad-
vance also supports electronic
device description language
(EDDL) interface technology, and
is considerably cheaper than that
of conventional hardware config-
urators, the company says. De-
mand for this kind of configura-
tion software is increasing as
fieldbus technology becomes
more widespread and field de-
vices grow in intelligence, Yoko-
gawa notes. Instrument setup

and maintenance is complicated
by both the growing number of
device configuration parameters
and the existence of multiple
fieldbus protocols. FieldMate Ad-
vance cuts through this complex-
ity and is easy to learn. An ad-
vanced version of FieldMate Ad-
vance is available, with asset
management capabilities using
both FDT and EDDL technologies.
FieldMate will also soon support
enhanced EDDL, using SDC625
for Hart and DD Service Revision
5 for Foundation Fieldbus. FDT is
an open interface technology
supported by leading suppliers of
intelligent devices and control
systems. FDT facilitates the man-
agement and configuration of
field sensors that are connected
to host control systems and PCs,

regardless of the communica-
tions protocol (Foundation Field-
bus, Hart, Profibus, etc.) or the
configuration method used by the
device manufacturer. FDT tech-
nology frees users from having to
learn configuration methods
from different manufacturers,
and eliminates the constraint of
having to install devices from the
same manufacturer, so more effi-
cient plant operations can be re-
alized. Benefits include faster
commissioning and start-up, no
need to purchase multiple hand-
held tools, easy loop testing and
better device tuning, quicker and
more effective training, and rapid
problem solving.
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HEAT EXCHANGE

Wider gaps for faster flow
Alfa Laval has launched the
WideGap 350, a new range of
high-capacity plate heat ex-
changers with 36 percent more
flow handling capacity than
existing 300 mm-port wide-gap
exchangers on the market. The
new series has been developed
in response to the growing de-
mand for large wide-gap heat
exchangers for sugar mills and
ethanol plants. Designed for
fluids that would clog stan-
dard plate heat exchangers,
the WideGap is ideal for duties
such as heating raw, mixed and
limed juices in the beet and

cane sugar industry.
It is also suitable for
mash cooling and
fermenter cooling in
grain-based fuel
ethanol plants. The
versatile plate de-
sign has four chan-
nel gaps, with aver-
age plate gaps ranging
from 5 mm up to an un-
precedented 17 mm. The Wide-
Gap 350 can be used with a
wide-gap/normal gap configu-
ration, or wide-gap on both
sides for applications where
both media contain solids.

Newly developed
plate patterns offer
heat transfer char-
acteristics superior

to previous wide-
gaps on the mar-

ket, says Alfa
Laval. A new elas-
tomer composition

and gasket design have in-
creased design temperatures
to 170 °C. In lower-temperature
processes, gasket lifetimes can
double.
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FIELDBUSES

Flexibility with FDT
Endress+Hauser (E+H) has re-
leased version 2.02.02 of its
FieldCare FDT-based plant as-
set management software, of-
fering new CommD support.
The InterOp test set up by the
Field Device Tool (FDT) Group,
which includes device type
managers (DTMs) from various
companies for different device
types (sensors, actuators, gate-

ways, and remote I/O), was suc-
cessfully completed in July
2006. FieldCare Version
2.02.02 incorporates the re-
sults of InterOp, demonstrat-
ing FieldCare’s high level of
compatibility with the FDT
standard, says E+H. The com-
pany’s competence in FDT
technology is also shown by its
certified test laboratory, which

offers D certification. The E+H
certified D library now sup-
ports more than 300 Hart and
Profibus DTMs, and the total
will increase through the com-
pany’s support for Foundation
Fieldbus and a service inter-
face for E+H instruments.
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